PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARO 


1.  OATS 

3.  LOCATION 

20  - 23  May  6k 

Hartford,  Indiana 

3.  date-time  group 

4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION  1 

L...I 

XSCaQraund*  Vl  ouol 

O Ground-Rodar 

GMT 

□ Aif^Vltuol 

□ Air*tnt#fc*pr  Rodar 

5.  PHOTOS 

6.  SOURCE 

□ Y«» 

X3  No 

civilian 

7.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

8.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

not  renorted 

one 

stationary 

10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 

It.  COMMENTS 

12.  CONCLUSIONS 
■ 

□ Wo$  Bolloon 
O Probably  BoMoort 

□ Poiftibly  Bdltoofi 

□ Wat  AireroFt 
O Probably  Aircrofi 

□ Pottibly  Aircraff 

Wat  Atironomical  VENUS 

□ Probobly  Astrorwmfcal 
D Pottibly  Astronomical 

O Qtbar 

□ Insilffi  Cl  out  Doto  for  Evaluation 

□ Unknown 


Orange  lig^it  low  in  NW  sky  observed  for  three 
succeeding  nights. 


Probable  VEEIUS  observation 


ATIC  rORM  339  (REV  36  SEP  53) 


1. 


4 


• Preldialnary  Investigation  of  UFO  Reports,  May  3^  - jQ,  1964* 

WHliam  T*  Pov/'ers,  Systena  Sigineer,  Dearborn  Observatory 

* 

On  Friday  night.  May  22-23,  X made  a brief  telephone  survey  in  response 
to  a request  by  J*  A*  H^nek,  director  of  Dearborn  Observatozy,  foUovdng  his 

apprlsal  of  a UPI  report  of  slghblngsin  Lansing,  Mlchlgsn* 

. » 

* * 

Mf  first  can  was  to  UPI  in  Chicago;  a repOtt  of  a UFO  sighting  had  come 

r 

in,  but  from  Marion,  Indiana*  A subsequent  call  to  UPI  in  Lansing  establl'siied 


that  reports  were  coming  independently  from  both  locations 


I contacted  the  Police  Departmdnt  in  xszc  Marion,  and  was  informed  that 


police  officers  in  iiie  Marion  force  and  in  police  departments  of  si^ro 
towns  ( Tipton,  Hartford,  Tipton  Country  ^eriff  *s  office, 
witnesse(^eit her  .single  lights  or  groups  of  lights,  both 

■I  ■« 

which  struck  idtnesses  as  unusual  enough  to  report*  Call 


and  moving 


other 


on  patrol  or  were  not  on  duty  at  the  time*  !Ih  evoiy  case  I was  assured  that  the 

' ^ 1 ♦ 

witnesses  would  be  avaHabla  if  a complete  investigation  were  carried  out;  in  most 
cases  the  sightings  were  logged,  or  else  the  force  is  small  enough  that  the 


Involved 


X did  succeed  in  locating  one  witness  who  saw  an  orange  light  low  in  the 

" V 

northwest  sky,  apparently  "200  - 500  feet  high,  three  to  six  miles  away",  having 

•g 

driv<OT  to  the  west  end  of  town  ( Hartford  City)/  after  hearing  over  his  police  car 
radio  comments  about  other  sightings  in  progress*  ifasmrB^pstfcsvifahsAm  xhe  officer. 


Robert  Meredith,  reports  that  the  Blackford  county 


another  man  named 


object  was  Venus,  Just  prior  to  setting* 

' Ihe  other  reports  may  involve  more  definite  motion,  and  some  involve 

1 

multiple  objects  ( at  least  one  observation  through  binoculars),  so  the  Venu 


be  extended  withooit  further  infoimation 


could  be  obtained  through  tho 


Having  established  that  enou^ 


Ihe  first  Lansing  csGJ.  was  to  the  ^aneting  Police  Department^  where  I 

spoke  with  Sgt*  Sddb^Snyder*  A series  of  calls  had  been  received  from  resld&its 

V/ednesday 

of  Southern  Lansing  for  several  days^  starting  at  3 AT{  on /fornsdayamornlngj  May 
20*  A list  of  names  was  obtained ‘ from  the  log  of  Wednesday,  all  from  people  vfho 
complained  of  a "wlord  noise* " This  noise  was  described  approximately  as  gfaxartaii; 


•whirring 


informed 


morning  a police ‘car  had  made  an  emergency  run  down  Miller  street,  employing  a 

sergeaht 

nevr  "warbling"  siren,  >diich  the  deak/saasgenla  described  as  sounding  ''vderd*" 

- 

When  I read  him  the  list  t>f  addresses  of  the  complainants,  he  identified  Tgrasst  most 

. 

but  not  all,  of  them  as  being  close  to  the  route  of  the  emergency  run* 

r 

■9 

■ It  was  also  found  that  an  elephant  was  tethered  all  ni^t  in  a shopping  cen 

# ■ 

I 

nearby,  part  of  a promotion  stunt* 

p 

The  reports  of  3 AJI  Wednesday'*,  therefore,  may  tentatively  be  connected  \dth 

■ 

the  known  emsrgency  run,  at  least  those  definitely  concerned  Tdth  noises,  i-)hich  I 
understand  is  true  in  all  cases* 

« ’ 

V 

p I * 

Reports  from  Thursdgy'aid  Friday  night,  however,  cannot  be  connected Tith 

* 

the  siren,  as  objects  were,  seen,  Tliere  appear  to  be  several  independent  sightings 

i 

* » 

4 

of  different  objects* 

■ 4 

* 

1 

One  object,  a bri^t  blue'  or  blue-green  light,  was  seen  descending  ••to  the 
ground"  ( that  is,  going  out  of  sight  following  a downward  course)  by  tv»  people. 


Mr* 


and  Mr 


ach  was  in  his  own  car  on  the  way  home 


viien  he  caugh'l^  sight  of  the  object*  Both  were  impressed  siifficiently  to  attempt  to 

« 

drive  to  where  the  object  disapppe fired,  and  both  seem  to  have  thou^t  it  might  be 


an  aircraft  In  trouble*  The  men  met  subsequently,  vfhile 


las  acting  in  his 


capacity  of  television  announcer  ( for  at  a ranote  broadcast  fro 


restaurant  ( 


) in  Lansing,  and  here  they  each  learned  that  the 


other  had  seen  the  light*  Unfortmately,  it  spears  tb--t  th^  have  already  compare 


their  stories,  as  both  reported 


1 


the  sighting  took  place  at\'12:10  to  Both  men  have  agreed  to  cooperate 


in  any  detailed  investigation.^ — 

One  of  the  calls  associated  with  the  nigjbt  of  the  eaergency  run  previonslv 

mentioned  was  from  a f aimer  in  Grand  Ledge,  vdio  called  the  r 

a 

department  with  a report  that  he  had  seen  a flying  ^cer  land  and  take  off  again. 

■ 

A police  car  5 mUes  from  the  scene  was  dispatched,  but  before  it  arrived  the 


famer,  whose  name  was  not  obtained,  said  that  the  object  was  gone;  the  invcstigatii 

p 

patrol  reported  sighting  nothing  undsual,  so  the  sighting  vras  nob  lagged;  the  name 

( shinin' 

of  the  farmer  may  be  difficult  to  discover*  The  fanner  said  the  object  was  blue/and 
roared  and  was 

/L5  feet  in  dl ameter* ' The  police  officer  clearly  beHevea  the  man  to  be  'Mistaken'’. 

Tnero  are  several  more  reports  which  need  to  be  straightened  out  better  than 


X could  do  over  the  telephone*  One  involves  two  men  coming  home  from  the  ni^t  shift 

(apparently)  at  Oldsmobile,  ^ **4PHHMPVThe  two  men  were 

they 

in  a car  parked  in  front  of  Spears*  house  when/heard  a weird  noise  ( apparently  rot 
the  siren  - time  Is  wrong)  and  saw  an  object  that  looked  like  a shooting  star 
going  b^lnd  the  house*  It  made  ( or  something  made)  a sixfflclently  impressive  noise 


fe  Jumped  out  of  bed,  terrified,  the  sound  having  av^akened  hsr 


an  unsolicited  call  from  a reporter 


another  report  which  came  in  Just  after  I had  ceased  operations  Friday  night  • A ^^rs 


9 Lansing,  saw  three  objects  as  9:00,  9:45^  and 
11:00  FM  on  the  20th,  at  least  one  of  ivhich  showed  shape  ( outline,  not  point  source) 
and  which  Wcls  objserved  through  binoculars*  2<irs husband  also  saw  the  objects 


as  roughly  circular  idth  many  little  white  li^ts  on  its  underside*  1-Ir 


of  other  reports,  for  fear  she  would  be  c 


to  talk  to  scientists  from  Northv/estem  ( 

address  is  described  asb  eing  ''near 


-4- 


* » 


' i 


list  of  com^tadnants  ( not  in  chronolocric 

• involving  a 

should  be  checked  as  possibly  feBSHg/diff* 


report  from  the  ’'noise'*  reports. 

* 

Saturday  aXtemoon  the  anSl  call  before  making  this  rei 
Sgt  Casto/)of  the  Miohlgaa  State  Police,  In  reponee  to  my  r^uest 


Information  that  might  arise.  Ha  reported  that  a Mrs 

had  just  reported  that  she 

anslng,/heard  on  the  nig^it  of  the  20th  a very  strange  'Hdiirring 


back 


yard, 


7B3X  yard,  about  10  feet  by  4 or  5 feet  in  dimensions.'  Leaves  lying 


underneath 


interviewed 


-I 

until  other  reports  were  publicized.  Her  husband  saw  vjhat  she  saw,  heard  the  noise. 


This  brief  report  actually  represents  only  a small  portion  of  the  reports 

* 

* * 

that  were  received  and  logged  at  the  police  departments  in  the  area.  All  police  agenc: 
appear  quite  wUUiig  to  cooperate,  and  individuals  seem  to  show  a healthy  mixture  of 
interest  end  skepticism,  impression  is  that  a more  detailed  reading  of  the  logs 


sdd:  together  with  exaaination  of  records  of 


erne  rgency-car 


movements  will  eliminate  the  bulk  of  reports  concerned  with  noises  only,  but  that 

other  events  appear  to  have  occ\2rred  vdiich  require  more  detailed  investigation  and 

probably  will  call  for  several  diffent  explanations, 

agencies  and 

There  follows  a list  of  pmcanoix  some  of  the/perscns  who  made  reports;  this 

is  a very  abbreviated  list,  and  is  given  only  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  identification 

■ » 

of  the  proper  log  pages  or  proper  individuals  with  whom  to  communicate, 

I 

MAHION,  INDIANA  POLICE  DEPARU-niNTi  317  - NO  ^S131 


Tbra  Dennis,  Chief 

Richard  Harrigan,  Asst.  Chief 


JLo  ixsJ^ 


KOraD,  INDIANA  FOLIC S DEPARTMENT  (SHERIFF'S  POLICE).  317-GL  2-2444 


HARTHORD  CITY  POLICS_DEPARI!-!ZWT  317  - 343-3730  n 


4*  tr  fm  — ^ d •• 


M >»  A 


TIPTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT,  TIPTON,  INDIANA 

■# 

TIPTON  COUNTT(SHEElIFF*S)POLICE  SiglTbirigs  Sunday  through  Tuesday,  May  17-19* 

* 

INDIANA  STATE  POLICE 


LANSING,  MICHIGAN  POLICE  DEPARO^DENT  ; 517  r IV  5-7165  . 
Sgt*  Reif  Snyder,  desk*  Gave  following  naaeaj 


, Lansing 


nsing 

This  one  far  from  emergency  rur 


p . 

v/Mrs 
«/  Jts 

v^Mr 


• (this  one  n 


resdde. 


Lansing 


sing 


-Lansing  ( Emergency  run  ii^as  dovm  \| 


MASON^  MICHIGAN:  INGHAl^  COUNTT  SHERIFF  »S  POLICE  ( originators  of 

517  - OR  7-9661 


emergency  run) 


T T M 1 *j. t > t t*irf  1 * i » i. J t ^ 1 

fMXTii 

1 

^ rft*  tgjtaJ 

Lansing:  MICHIGAN  STATE  POLICE:  517  - ED  2-2521 

id 

* 

, investigated  call  from  farmer  about  saucer  landing 

h 

OFFICER  Bassett  at  desk* 


L.UJSING  raCHIGAN:  Mr 


Saw  b3.ue  light  descend* 


Lansing,  MICHIGAN:  Mr 


Saw  same  blue  li^t* 


LANSING,  michigan;  Mrs 


*,  Lansing  ( Ne 


Informant:  Dick  Frazier,  of  Lansing  St  ate- Journal^  reporter 


« » 


RELBUNART  WEATHER  REI?ORT:  temperaturea  in  area  on  V/ed,  20,  and  Thursday  May  2 
(night)  in  mid^thirbies  - hi^  probability  of  inversion  layer*  UFI  reporter/ivolunte 
information  that  he  received  14  television  channels  Wed*/  " ' ' 


* 


I 


1 


N 


I 


* 


